City of Mechanicsville
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
December 10, 2007

The Mechanicsville City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 10, 2007 at City Hall. Mayor David L. Furry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present for roll call were Jeff Christianson, Larry Beck, Thomas Hall, and Carla Barnhart.  Pam Logue-Newcomb arrive 7:02.   Carla Barnhart had been given the oath of office on December 4.  Others present included Jim Barber, Alan Zerbe, Tom Albaugh, Judy Hartman, Sherie Paup, Bryan Lovell, Doyle Pickering, Gene Brown, Russ Moravek, Chris Yancey, Brent Montz, and Mary Jo Hainstock.
OPPORTUNITY for any citizen present to discuss items not on the agenda: Russ Moravek inquired about putting the sidewalk to the school on the east side of X-40.
Gene Brown asked if the Post Office/businesses could be reminded to scoop the snow clear to the curb, including the step on the north side of East First Street.
Mary Jo Hainstock informed the council that December 21 will be moving day with the children helping to move their books and supplies out on the 20th.  The Fire Marshall is scheduled to inspect the building on the 12th.  She also requested that the council reconsider the no parking ordinance on 125th Street.  Brent Montz added that parking on one side would leave about 18 foot which is comparable to the other streets in town with parking on one side.

Kathy Moravek commented that the children should not have to cross the street (X-40) twice and how unsafe it is without a sidewalk.  Mary Jo requested to respond to that statement and informed everyone that the school will be having a pickup point at the old school as there is currently no sidewalk to get to the new school.  The pick up will continue contingent upon the sidewalks being completed. 
Chris Yancey commented that allowing parking around the school does create more safety issues and more accidents with near misses with kids darting out between parked cars.

CONSENT AGENDA: Larry Beck motioned, Tom Hall seconded to approve the minutes from 11/12/07, finance reports, claims, and the request to continue membership in the Hwy 30 Coalition. Roll call vote: Ayes:  Christianson, Beck, Hall, Logue-Newcomb, and Barnhart.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.

The claims approved were as follows:

	PAYROLL
	WAGES
	5,483.49

	WELLMARK
	HEALTH INS
	2,824.43

	INTL REVENUE SERVICE
	FICA/MC
	3,631.03

	I P E R S
	IPERS
	1,662.37

	US POSTAL SERVICE
	POSTAGE
	126.36

	TIMOTHY BELL
	REFUND DEP
	14.75

	PIONEER MOBILE HOME COURT
	REFUND DEP
	50.00

	ACCO, UNLIMITED CORP.
	OP SUPPLY
	332.80

	AGVANTAGE FS INC.
	VEH SUPPLY
	1,008.08

	ALLIANT ENERGY
	UTILITIES
	5,688.50

	ALLIANCE MEDICAL
	MED SUPPLY
	531.64

	AIRGAS, INC.
	MED SUPPLY
	362.35

	ARAMARK UNIFORM SERVICE
	CLOTH ALLOW
	138.32

	AREA AMBULANCE
	MUTUAL AID
	64.38

	CASEY'S GENERAL STORE
	VEH SUPPLY
	99.59

	CEDAR COUNTY AUDITOR
	ELECTIONS
	2,163.69

	CEDAR CO. SOLID WASTE
	FEES LANDFILL
	1,164.00

	US HWY 30 E COALITION IA
	DUES/MEMBER
	50.00

	EC INC
	MINOR EQUIP
	200.00

	I I W ENGINEERS
	ENGINEER FEE
	4,000.00

	IA PRISON INDUSTRIES
	IRON/STEEL
	775.20

	IOWA WIRELESS
	TELEPHONE
	109.31

	JIMS AUTO BODY
	OP SUPPLY
	356.00

	SANDBERG BUILDER/JJJ ENTERPRISES
	ST REP MNT
	3,360.00

	JOHNSON CO REFUSE INC
	RECYCLING
	2,232.50

	JOHNSON COUNTY AMBULANCE
	MUTUAL AID
	300.00

	KEYSTONE LAB, INC
	TEST FEES
	92.20

	CONNIE KNUTSEN
	MILE/CONF
	40.00

	LISBON-MTVERNON AMB SERV
	MUTUAL AID
	75.00

	MECHANICSVILLE TELE. CO.
	TELEPHONE
	306.22

	QUILL CORPORATION
	OFFICE SUP
	256.55

	REPUBLIC COMPANIES
	MINOR EQUIP
	175.00

	SHIRTS-N-STUFF
	MAC ACTIVITY
	105.00

	CONSERVATIVE PUBLISHING
	PUBLICATION
	277.61

	KOCH'S PAINT & LUMBER
	MINOR EQUIP
	369.42

	CARGILL
	ICE/SNOW
	811.54

	LUKE OBERBRECKLING CONST
	ST REP MNT
	8,920.00

	JUDY HARTMAN
	CONTINUE ED
	416.20

	KELLY EBY
	CONTINUE ED
	416.20

	EAST CENTRAL LIBRARY SERVICES
	CONTINUE ED
	30.00

	AMAZON.COM
	BOOKS
	292.75

	IA OFFICE SUPPLY
	OFFICE SUP
	92.84

	CONSUMER REPORTS
	SUBSCRIPTION
	26.00

	TEEN VOGUE
	SUBSCRIPTION
	10.00

	THE LIBRI FOUNDATION
	GRANTS
	350.00

	WALMART
	MAC ACTIVITY
	124.25

	ASHLEY HIMES BENEFIT
	MAC ACTIVITY
	1,875.01

	BRIDGE COMMUNITY BANK
	MISC CONTRACT
	20.76

	THOMAS ALBAUGH
	MILEAGE
	20.70

	BRIDGE COMMUNITY BANK
	VEH SUPPLY
	75.65

	LINDA COPPESS
	MILEAGE
	64.00

	EC INC
	SWR MNT
	250.00

	PAYROLL
	WAGES
	12,392.95


Total Receipts and Disbursements for month of November by fund 

	Fund
	Receipts
	Disbursements

	Agency-Water
	50.00
	

	Ambulance Trust
	5,830.20
	571.02

	Fire Trust
	188.18
	

	General
	31,355.47
	17,429.52

	Gift Trust
	22.38
	

	Library Trust
	7.46
	

	Road Use Tax
	7,728.58
	3,785.48

	Sewer Utility
	4,760.01
	4,054.45

	Solid Waste
	7,780.31
	6,138.82

	Special Revenue
	8,018.63
	

	Employee Benefit
	3,428.93
	2,563.51

	Water Utility
	7,080.93
	2,318.17

	Water Sinking Fund
	
	4,853.75


DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Library-Information on Security Cameras:  Judy Hartman, Librarian, requested the council to give consideration to budgeting for the purchase and installation of a security camera system for the library due to two recent incidents at the library.  The information she received included 2 indoor cameras, a 4 channel DVR, cabling, and professional installation for $1,400.  Council may also want to consider installing equipment in other city locations.
Fire Department Report:  No report.
Ambulance Report: Sherie Paup reported a total of 22 calls with 15 being medical, 6 trauma, 1 service for road race.  Three were mutual aid calls with A-4; one with A-5, one with A-6, 2 refusals, 2 tier with rescue Johnson Co and 1 with Area Ambulance and 2 responses to Stanwood.    

A request to purchase 4 spine boards at $200 each ($800); 4 sets of spider straps at $130 each ($520), 2 large oxygen bottles $200 each ($400) and 8 small oxygen bottles at $80 each ($640) was approved with a motion from Jeff Christiansen, and seconded by Pam Logue-Newcomb.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.
Mayor Furry also provided an update from the EMA/911 boards and the decision to proceed with purchasing 2 units for each community and that we may want to look at purchasing an extra unit so that police, fire and ambulance would each be equipped with one of the GPS units.
Police Report:  Police Chief Jim Barber presented the council with his written report of activity for the month which included 1 accident, 11 agency assists;1 ambulance assist; 2 animal cases; 1 arrest; 2 motorist assist; 10 citizen assist, 2 harassment, 6- 911,  1 theft; 1 traffic stop and 1 citation, in addition to 1 abatement filed, and 14 code violations  for illegal parking, and harassment, 4 citations issued for illegal parking, driving on wrong side of road, and theft. 
Chief Barber also provided information on 2 incidents involving selling tobacco to minors and indicated that the criminal citations have been issued and his recommendation is to forgo the civil action against the businesses.  

He also recommended that the council consider researching additional liability issues that may be encountered if parking on 125th Street is permitted for special events only.

Public Works Report: Zerbe reported that they went from picking up leaves to moving snow and ice.  The pump has been repaired and reinstalled at the lagoon.  Mr. Larsen needs to return to reprogram the system now that the pump is back.
Administration Report:  Coppess requested vacation days for December 24 & December 26 which was approved with a motion by Larry Beck and seconded by Jeff Christianson.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.  
A copy of the revised Abstract of votes for the city election was received from the County Auditor which included Carla Barnhart, 143; Larry Beck, 134; Lester Gene Brown 111; John Deahl, 39; Stacey Maschmann 30; Christine Yancey 67; Bryan Lovell 109; Susan Scott 74 and 4 scattering.  Therefore, Carla Barnhart, Larry Beck, and Lester Gene Brown were declared duly elected for the office of Mechanicsville Council persons at large for the term of 4 years.
Coppess also provided information from City Attorney Dendinger and County Attorney Sterling Benz that the jurisdiction on X-40 will remain split unless the City decides to annex the property on the west side of the road and that would be the time that the road easements would pass to the City.  As a result of this information, a letter was co-signed by Mayor David Furry and North Cedar School Superintendent Mary Jo Hainstock; and forwarded to Rob Fangmann, County Engineer, requesting that the county assist with completing a 3 way stop at 125th and X-40  the speed limit be reduced for southbound traffic, and the proper school zone signage be installed.

Coppess also provided information about the Iowa Income Offset program which is available for cities.  Council directed that the agreement be requested from the state and will be given further consideration at a future meeting.

A budget timeline was also provided requesting that department heads submit their requests to finance officer by January 2, budget work session with city council Jan. 14; council received and adopts proposed budget and orders notice of hearing Feb 11, budget hearing March 10 and final budget adopted; certified budget to auditor Mar 15.
Old Business: 

Discussion and possible action on:
Recommendation to replace Garbage Truck:  Mayor Furry reported that 3 quotes were received with the lowest one being $148,410.  The specifics on this proposal included a Heil 20 cubic yard Rapid Rail refuse body, 3 cubic yard self cleaning hopper, 96” reach, 1600 lb lift capacity, operate-in-gear-at idle front mount tandem vane pump; amber strobe with in-cab switch; 3rd eye single camera with LCD color monitor, tri-cuff grabber, full factory mount, 2008 M2 Freightliner Chassis, 250 HP, 14,000 lb front and 23,000 rear, Allison 6 speed automatic transmission and trading in the 1994 Heil 4000 on 1994 Ford F700.  The carts come in 3 different sizes including 35 gallon, 64 gallon, and 96 gallon.  Some discussion about establishing rates to be based on the size of garbage container selected.  If a resident wanted the larger 96 gallon container they most likely will pay a higher monthly fee than the current $8.75 per month rate.  This may encourage and promote more recycling which in turn could lower the overall landfill fees.  This type of system will lower the risk of possible injury due to slipping when getting on and off the truck or from back injury from lifting oversized/weighted containers.  The one possible drawback will be that it is not able to service dumpsters of which 3-4 of the businesses that utilize the city service may need to select a commercial provider; the remaining ones may be able to convert from a dumpster to the larger 96 gallon container in combination with increased recycling.  Council was in agreement that the current truck needed to be replaced.  A concern that public needed to be educated about the plans to purchase it and have an opportunity to ask questions.  Motion was made by Tom Hall seconded by Carla Barnhart, that a special newsletter be prepared and mailed out including a picture of the truck.  Ayes all.  Motion carried. (Pam Logue-Newcomb had to leave 8:35 p.m.)
It was further discussed that a public hearing should be held for the public to provide input on the purchase of the truck.  A motion was made by Jeff, seconded by Carla to set January 14th at 7:00 p.m. for a public hearing to be held in order to receive comments on the purchasing of a garbage truck and the financing of the new truck.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.  
New Business:

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON:

Request for city to consider providing sander service to school parking lot:  Council expressed concern about putting the salt/sand mixture on gravel as it may make it soft.  The school may prefer to use straight sand.  The city will continue to apply to the hard surfaced parking lot as needed and update school on the concern.
Local jurisdiction to pursue a civil prosecution of tobacco retailer violations:  Tom Hall motioned, Larry Beck seconded to waive the city’s right in pursuing civil prosecution of the tobacco retailer violations.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.
Proposal from LL Pelling:  Larry Beck motioned, Carla Barnhart seconded to accept the proposal provided by LL Pelling for 2008 street repairs.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.

Request to renew Casey’s liquor license:  Larry Beck motioned, Jeff Christianson seconded to approve the renewal of the license.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.
Setting Mileage Rate (IRS rate will be 50.5 cents effective January 2008 and the city’s current rate is 30 cents.  Council reviewed the resolution that was approved in 1996 that set the rate at 30 cents.  Carla Barnhart motioned, Larry Beck seconded to set the rate to 45 cents for reimbursement.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.

Setting preliminary cost of living/wage increases-Consumer Price Index increased 2.4%:  Jeff motioned, Carla seconded to use 2.4% for a cost of living wage increase in preparing the budget for 2009.  Ayes all.  Motion carried.

Committee Reports:

MAC- Dad’s Belgian Waffles February 3, 2008:  Mayor Furry announced that the Mechanicsville Action Committee is planning to sponsor a waffle breakfast in February with the proceeds to go towards the purchase of play equipment for Cruse Park.  The Festival of Trees and Soup Supper net proceeds were just over $1,000 and will also be used towards new play equipment at the park. 
Correspondence was received from Alliant Energy, Cedar County Auditor on Open Meetings and Public Notice Laws; Thank you from Ashley Himes Benefit Committee, letter from Blackhawk Sprinklers informing of test date at the school; MLA Part 2 training, and Iowa League of Cities notice on new Electrical licensing requirements.
Mayors Comments: Mayor Furry thanked the Public Works department for the snow removal work; wished everyone a nice holiday, and asked council to think about what program committees each might want to serve on and to turn in their requests.
Set next regular meeting date:  1-14-08 at 7:00 p.m. 

ADJOURN:  There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, council member Beck motioned, Barnhart seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 9:19 p.m. Ayes all.  Meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: 
____________________________

_______________________________
Linda K. Coppess, CMC



David L. Furry, Mayor

City Clerk/Finance Officer


